
PLANETARIA AND COSMIC ECOLOGYPLANETARIA AND COSMIC ECOLOGY

ECSITE Annual Conference 
Milan, June 5th 2009



PLANETARIA AND COSMIC ECOLOGYPLANETARIA AND COSMIC ECOLOGY

Convenor: 

Stefano Giovanardi (Rome Planetarium)

Presenters: 

Thomas Kraupe (Hamburg Planetarium) “The Living 

Convenor: 

Stefano Giovanardi (Rome Planetarium)

Presenters: 

Thomas Kraupe (Hamburg Planetarium) “The Living 

ECSITE Annual Conference 
Milan, June 5th 2009

Planet Earth - Towards a Cosmic Perspective and Local 
Action”

Tom Kennedy (Morrison Planetarium, San Francisco) 
“A Cosmic View of a Fragile Planet”

Rosa Doran (IYA2009) “The Universe Yours to 
Discover Under the Dome”
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“COSMIC ECOLOGY: “COSMIC ECOLOGY: 
THE VIEW FROM THE OUTSIDE IN”THE VIEW FROM THE OUTSIDE IN”

• George Seielstad, 1983
suggests we have reached a critical point in evolution



THE GAIA HYPOTHESISTHE GAIA HYPOTHESIS

• Argues that the Earth 
(atmosphere, oceans, 
climate, crust) is 
regulated in a state 
comfortable for life comfortable for life 
because of the 
behavior of living 
organisms.

James Lovelock, 
1979



• Community ecology
• Land ethic
• Interaction between populations: Lotka, Volterra 

(~1940)



A call to become 
aware of our 
cosmic identity 
and take our 
extraordinary 
place in the 
cosmos

• “The View from the Center of the Universe” (2006) 
Joel Primack and Nancy Abrams

cosmos



• Earth as spaceship
• Life sustainability on Earth 

as a set of cosmic 
conditions

• Push to space age to 
avoid Easter Island effect

Michael Martin-Smith
“Man, Medicine and 
Space”



The Earth is unique

We need to take care of it



THE ROLE OF PLANETARIA

• Allow an emotional rediscovery of the sky in a group 
context

• Address every layer of the public• Address every layer of the public
• Encourage social interaction on science
• Offer a cosmic perspective
• Immersive technology + modern communication style

� Can educate audiences to critical thought about the 
environment, help developing a “scientific citizenship”




